
 
 
 
 
 
Flagstaff Urban Trails System 

Trail Planning Outline 
 

Trail 47 Sixth Avenue Trail  Izabel Street to Arizona Trail 
5 Arrowhead Connector 

 
Location 

 
On the east slope of McMillan Mesa, generally south of Sixth Street, 
north of Arrowhead Avenue, and west of Izabel Street. 
 

Project description This project includes two aggregate-surfaced FUTS trail, totaling 0.8 
miles, on the east slope of McMillan Mesa. 
 
The Sixth Avenue Trail is about one-half mile in length and connects 
the corner of Sixth Avenue and Izabel Street to the Arizona Trail.  The 
Arrowhead Connector is 0.3 miles and links the proposed Sixth Avenue 
Trail with the corner of Arrowhead Avenue and Izabel Street. 
 

Trail details  Length: 0.8 miles (both trails) 
 Width: 8 feet treadway, 1-foot shoulders 
 Surface material: aggregate 

 

Objectives/ 
justification 

This trail will serve several functions: 
 
 Provides a direct connection between the Sunnyside neighborhood 
and McMillan Mesa for bicycle and pedestrian traffic. 

 
 Provides better trail access to a number of destinations, including 
Mountain Line bus stops along Sixth Avenue and West Street, the 
Basin BMX Park, Flagstaff Recreation Center, the Arizona Trail, and 
McMillan Mesa open space. 

 
 Helps to consolidate a number of existing social trails on the east 
slope of McMillan Mesa. 

 
The Sixth Avenue Trail is rated as the second-highest priority 
connector trail on the 2008 FUTS priority rankings, and the Arrowhead 
Connector is rated fourth. 
 

Alignment 
considerations 

 The design of the start of the Sixth Avenue Trail at Izabel Street 
should be coordinated with plans for paving Sixth Avenue and 
building a permanent traffic diverter at the intersection of Sixth and 
Izabel. 

 
 At this location, the elevation of the Arizona Trail on top of McMillan 
Mesa is about 200 feet higher than the elevation of Izabel Street.  
As a result the trail alignment must make a long switchback on the 
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side of the Mesa to keep trail grades reasonable. 
 
 The average grade of both trails should be kept under eight 
percent, and the maximum grade should be no more than 10 
percent. 

 
 Large Ponderosa and oak trees and thickets of oaks should be 
avoided where possible. 

 
 There is a steep, rock capstone near the upper edge of the Mesa.  It 
appears that best place to traverse the capstone is near the existing 
powerlines. 

 
 There are some large boulders near the top of the Mesa, which 
should be avoided but could add interest when they are near the 
trail alignment. 

 
 The beginning of the Arrowhead Connector, near Maple Avenue, 
follows an old forest road alignment. 

 

Construction 
considerations 

 It is anticipated that this trail will be built by City crews in the Public 
Works Division  

 
 The beginning of the Sixth Avenue Trail at Izabel must climb a steep 
cut section on the west side of the street.  Some significant grading 
at this location may be required. 

 
 Because the trail will be on the side of a steep-cross slope, drainage 
structures may include a bar ditch on the uphill side of the trail and 
frequent culverts to convey water under the trail. 

 
 Retaining walls may be necessary to avoid large cut or fill sections.  
These should use native rock from the site when possible. 

 

Design standards  City of Flagstaff Engineering Standards 
 Flagstaff/Coconino Pedestrian and Bicycle Design Guide 
 AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities 

 
 The project will use a bicycle design speed of 12 mph 

 

Property rights  Both proposed trails are on City-owned open space. 
  

Stakeholders  Sunnyside neighborhood 
 Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 
 City of Flagstaff Open Space Commission 
 City of Flagstaff Parks and Recreation Commission 
 Arizona Trail Association 
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Other considerations Signing for the trail has been programmed and will be installed as part 
of the FUTS signing program 
 

Preliminary  
schedule 
 

Scoping  February 2009 
Design  March - April 2009 
Construction May - August 2009 
 

Cost estimate: $ 285,000 
 

Funding sources: Fund 51 – BBB Recreation and Transportation Tax 
 

Contact Martin Ince 
Multi-Modal Transportation Planner 
City of Flagstaff  
211 West Aspen Avenue 
Flagstaff, Arizona  86001 
 
928 226 4850 
928 213 4825 fax 
 

Date 3 February 2009 
 

Attachments:  Site Map 
 Vicinity Map  
 Photos 

 

 




